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gruous jumble of subjectless attributes is as
unthinkable as a suit of clothes walking about
without a wearer."

We can imagine a Buddhist well amused
at this fancy of dtman shivering or shamed
and most needy. But the point for us is,
that the Buddha, for all the knowledge here
allowed him, did and does seem to teach a
tissue of absurdities to those of every age and
tradition, who can only conceive things and
beings as " substances having qualities."
The Bauddhas, as the Indian Absolutists
called them, disallowed that this was the true
way of conception, and averred that it was
the standpoint of the unlearned puihuj'jana, or
" many-folk." To their opponents, on the
other hand, Becoming seemed irrational beside
Being. " How can that which is proceed
-. from that which is not ? " Or " how can you
build upon nothing ?" the Vedantist will
say, as if building on a basis were now the
most fundamental aspect of reality. It is so
only in an idiom which sprang from.a belief
now superseded. The argument is founded
on the Ptolemaic conception of the earth's
fixity in space, with all the heavens revolving
about it. Yet while we held both Ptolemaic
view and idiom, while in India at the back
of men's speech lurked the old myth of the
world resting on elephant or tortoise, this same
earth, seeming so fundamentally stable, was
engaged in an encyclical choric dance, with
never anything in her of an ultimate funda-